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Tax audit scheduling criteria for 2026

In order to provide legal certainty to taxpayers and to combat the evasion and avoidance of taxes, the 
Tax Administration Service (Servicio de Administración Tributaria) (the “SAT”) has published the tax audit 
scheduling criteria for 2026, which include the following highlights:

I.	 Risk Indicators

Audits will review compliance with tax obligations in relation to the following conduct that is considered high 
risk:

•	 Transactions with “invoice mills” or companies that fake transactions to obtain deductions;

•	 Taxpayers who report tax losses on a recurring basis;

•	 The failure to pay withholdings on behalf of employees;

•	 The failure to report income, or the payment of less taxes than other companies in the sector in question;

•	 The abuse of tax incentives;

•	 Requesting improper tax refunds;

•	 Conducting transactions with tax havens;

•	 Inconsistencies between goods that are imported and those that are sold;

•	 Conducting import transactions with below-market value prices.

II.	 Selection Criteria

The SAT will implement a risk rating system, through which it will identify the occurrence of the conduct des-
cribed above and, based on this analysis, determine which taxpayers pose the greatest risk of failing to pay 
taxes, failing to remit withholdings, or attempting to obtain refunds illegally.

Based on this analysis, the SAT will prioritize the carrying out of its audit procedures.

It is estimated that, by applying these parameters, the SAT will initiate approximately 16,200 audits targeting 
large taxpayers, foreign trade taxpayers, and, to a lesser extent, small and medium-sized taxpayers.
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III.	 Recommendations

Due to the powers granted to the SAT, taxpayers always face the risk of an audit. Therefore, it is important that, 
to avoid risks, taxpayers take proactive measures and review their compliance with tax obligations, the validity 
of deductions and tax credits, as well as the consistency of their transactions with their tax obligations.

Pérez-Llorca Mexico’s Tax team is available to provide further details on the contents of this Legal Briefing.
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The information contained in this Legal Briefing is of a 
general nature and does not constitute legal advice.

This document was prepared on October 22th, 2025 and 
Pérez-Llorca does not assume any commitment to update 
or revise its contents.
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